
THANK YOU FOR PRAYING FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY!

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
O Jesus, Eternal High Priest, live in (name of priest), act in him, speak in and 
through him. Think your thoughts in his mind, love through his heart. Give 
him your own disposition and feelings. Teach, lead and guide him always. 
Correct, enlighten and expand his thoughts and behavior. Possess his soul, 
take over his entire personality and life. Replace him with yourself. Incline 
him to constant adoration and thanksgiving; pray in and through him. Let him 
live in you and keep him in this intimate union always.

O Mary, Immaculate Conception, Mother of Jesus and Mother of priests, pray 
and intercede for (.....). Amen.

Dear Father Bill Cosgrove,
This donation is to help the Fraternity of Priests in continuing their work of ministering to priests.

 $10    $25    $50    $100    Other $_________

The Fraternity of Priests pledge of financial accountability: We take very seriously the trust you put in us when 
you send a gift. We stand accountable before God and you to honor that trust. We pledge: To use your gift care-
fully and wisely, and not to ask for money that is not needed.

Please cut and return this form with your donation.

Fraternity of Priests, Inc.
Franciscan University

Steubenville, OH 43952-9671
Phone: (740) 283-4400
Fax: (740) 283-3622

Email: contact@fraternityofpriests.org
http://www.fraternityofpriests.org

Do you know anyone who would like 
to receive our Newsletter?

(Please print legibly)

Name     

Street     

City, State and Zip    
Fraternity Makes Priesthood Fruitful 

 By Father Maurice Larochelle, Boston Fraternity

L a s t  J u n e  w a s  m y  2 5 t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  p r i e s t h o o d . 
Especially in the last few years, 
since I began looking older than 
a “young priest,” it has not been 
uncommon to hear questions like, 
“What were some of the high points 
of your priesthood?” “What were 
some of the low points?” and “How 
do you do it?”

Honestly, I don’t think any of it 
would have been possible without 
the Fraternity of Priests. 

I was ordained in June of 1987 
for the Diocese of Manchester, NH. 
I was immediately assigned to an 
inner city parish of Manchester. 
Ste. Marie (correct spelling) was 
established as a French national 
parish in 1880 where she ministered 
to an immigrant French Canadian 
population during the boom of the 
textile and shoe industry. Since her 
glory years, and a population exodus 
to the suburbs, the parish had become 
a sleepy inner city community. 
However, in the mid 1980’s she 
was on the verge of exploding into 
a remarkable renewal. And so, with 
enthusiasm I poured myself into 
ministry with total abandon. As my 
spiritual director was guiding me in 
these early years of priesthood, he 
saw me edge toward what I would 
later believe was burn out.

Ba re ly  s ix  mon ths  a f t e r 
ordination, things came to a critical 

point when my nephew of nineteen 
months died and I found myself 
celebrating my first infant funeral 
Mass. Rather than admit the need 
to grieve, I buried myself in more 
work and my spiritual director was 
seeing the signs of a priest going into 
a tail spin.

F ina l ly  one  day,  he  very 
candidly told me that I was not in 
depression, nor was I burning out. 
He continued, “The problem is that 
you are not letting God lead you. 
You are being led by demands and 
chaos... . And you are trying to do 
it all on your own. You are a branch 
that has been severed from the vine 
and you will die!”

Fr. Ross Frye was never one to 
hold back on truth! He had known 
me since I was fourteen and now at 
twenty-eight, he knew just what I 
needed to hear.

At the same time, unknown 
to me, he was mentoring a priest 
from the neighboring Archdiocese 
of Boston, who was also ordained 
less than a year. Fr. Ross told us 
that he had learned about something 
called “Fraternity of Priests,” and he 
believed it would not only renew our 
priesthood, but it would provide us 
with a rich storehouse of renewal for 
the duration of our priesthood.

In April of 1988, I found myself 
on a Fraternity of Priest Retreat with 
six other priests. It was the birth of 

the “Boston Chapter of Fraternity 
of Priests,” officially named, The 
Fraternity of St. Basil and St. Paul. 
Yes, we are approaching our 25th 
Anniversary as a fraternity.

After Serving at Ste. Marie as 
an associate pastor for six years, I 
was assigned as pastor in the north, 
Lancaster, NH. It was two and a half 
hours from our Fraternity Meeting. For 
me there was no choice. I drove every 
week to our meetings and incorporated 
it in my day off. My assignment in 
Lancaster, NH lasted seven years.

Since then I have had other parish 
assignments only to find myself being 
assigned once again to Ste. Marie’s 
as pastor in June of 2009. This is my 
current assignment.

Today, I can honestly say that 
if it were not for the Fraternity 
of Priests, I believe I would be 
lacking important tools and support 
that are vital for sustaining my 
priestly vocation, spiritual life, and 
leadership for a people who do need 
and desire a shepherd. For me, Christ 
and my brothers in Fraternity have 
been the answer to the question, 
“How do you do it?”

Fraternity of Priests, lived out 
with my brothers reminds me that 
Jesus must be The Vine and source 
from which we all draw life so that 
we may be sustained in His life. To 
that end, as brothers in Fraternity, we 

...continued on page 3   
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Dear Friends of the Priesthood

Monthly Donation Budget: $4,750.00

Actual Donations: $3,900.00
Budget Surplus (shortage): ( $ 850.00)                

Current as of  February 28, 2013.

Fraternity Financial Report

Spring is here! Winter has yielded to 
the breath of new beginnings. From 
our Lenten readings last month we 

heard: “Remember not the events of the past, 
the things of long ago consider not; see I am 
doing something new! Now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19a).  

It is one thing to see with the eyes. It is 
another to perceive the actions of the Holy 
Spirit. Yet how can we not see the work of 
God’s Spirit in the choice of Pope Francis 
for the successor of Peter! The shepherd of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina has now become the 
Bishop of Rome and shepherd of the Catholic 
Church.

Many commentators have noted that 
being Pope is a challenging role. Yet in Pope 
Francis we see a man of peace and humility 
who has embraced simplicity of life. He calls 
the Church to be a “poor church” in imitation 
of Christ and Francis of Assisi. During his 
inauguration on March 19, Solemnity of St. 
Joseph, Pope Francis called the Church to 
imitate St. Joseph by protecting the weak, 
the broken, the poor, the disadvantaged and 
marginalized. Our Holy Father Francis may 
find this message to be “easier said than 
done”. Like the popes who have gone before 
him, he will be surrounded by pomp, power 
and prestige. Pope Francis may find it more 
difficult to make that message a reality in the 
heart of Vatican bureaucracy. We know that 
as his pontificate unfolds, he has the prayers 
of all the flock of Christ. We pray that the 
Church embrace his vision and message in 
the coming years. May Pope Francis truly be 
“the servant of the servants of Christ!”

In just two months the annual Priests, 
Deacons and Seminarians Retreat (as it is 
called today) will be held in Steubenville, 
Ohio. Since the Fraternity will also be 
celebrating its thirtieth anniversary, we 
decided to hold the annual Fraternity 
Meeting in Steubenville simultaneous 
with the Priests, Deacons and Seminarians 
Retreat. The very first conference that 
Franciscan University (then called The College 
of Steubenville) sponsored was the Priest 
Conference. Fraternity of Priests began as an 
extension of this Steubenville Conference in 

One of the objectives for the Fraternity 
of Priests is to inform our donors about 
the ongoing financial health and details 
of the organization.  We’re providing this 
information to help communicate our 
specific need and to thank those many 
faithful benefactors who help make our 
service possible.  Thank you! 

1983. We hope 
that many of 
our Fraternity 
brothers will be 
able to join us 
at the Priests, 
Deacons and 
Seminar ian 
R e t r e a t 
Steubenville 
Conference 
the week of 
June 17. We 
have arranged 
to meet as the 
Fraternity of 
Priests in the afternoon hours (Tuesday 
thru Thursday) for our annual meeting and 
elections. Please go online and register 
(franciscanconferences.com) for this 
wonderful event as we return to our foundation 
and roots.

Finally, we wish our “prayer warriors” 
and benefactors all the graces and blessings of 
this Easter season. Remember: life is always 
stronger than death. While we continue to 
walk through this valley of darkness and death, 
we fear no evil. Christ has conquered death 
and with Him, we too have the hope of eternal 
life. ALLELUIA!

Fraternally, 

Editor’s Box:

Please send articles, 
comments, and 

 photos to the  FOP 
Newsletter editor,   
Fr. Bob Franco via  

e-mail at   
editor@fraternityofpriests.org  
or fax to 440-327-2204.  

Newsletter material from 
all Fraternity members is 
gratefully accepted. Any 
submissions will help make 
each issue better!
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Please send us your prayer intentions:______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

encourage and call one another on 
into deeper prayer toward an ever 
deeper union with Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 

Mutual encouragement toward 
deeper holiness is indeed vital to 
maintaining a priesthood that does 
not settle for “societal relevancy.” 
Rather, in fraternity, brothers cheer 
one another on to new heights of 
holiness; “Compete well for the faith. 
lay hold of eternal life, to which 
you were called when you made the 
noble confession in the presence of 
many witnesses”. (I Timothy 6:12) In 
this way, we reap the benefits of one 
another’s holiness and the Church 
reaps the benefits of a holy priesthood.

The Grea t  Commandment 
clearly impels us to answer the 
call to holiness in a communion of 
brotherhood. “Love The Lord God 
AND your neighbor as our self.” (cf. 
Mark 12:30-31)

Yes, the Lord God has yoked us 
with brothers! Without brothers we are 
in danger. Indeed, as priests, it is very 
easy for us to slip into lone-ranger-
ism. For when there is no one to care 
for us, we may be lured into finding 
comfort in sinful activities. With no 
one to pray with us we are void of 
the power manifest when two or more 
gather in His name. With no one to 
encourage and affirm, we may find 
ourselves pandering to a priesthood 
of popularity over the priesthood of 
Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and 
the Life. With no one to whom we 
are accountable, our priesthood could 
easily dissipate into minimalism, 
moral and spiritual compromise and 
perhaps scandal. Finally, without this 
communion of brotherhood there is no 
one to remind the preacher that he too 
may need the mercy of Jesus as He 

...continued from page 1   says in all tenderness, “No one who 
comes to me will I ever reject.” (John 
6:37) A clear image of the power and 
fruit of brotherhood is revealed in the 
contrast between St. Peter and Judas. 
After betrayal, St. Peter went to his 
brothers, while Judas got on his lone-
ranger horse and found a tree!

We also see the power of 
brotherhood as experienced by 
St. Thomas. Though replete with 
doubt, he was able to take refuge 
in fraternity with his brothers. They 
gave him the pastoral care necessary 
to facilitate an encounter with the 
mercy of Christ so his doubt would 
dissolve into a most profound belief 
as he proclaimed, “My Lord and My 
God!” (John 20:28b)

T h e  E l e v e n ,  b o u n d  i n 
b r o t h e r h o o d ,  e n c o u r a g e d , 
supported and ministered to St. 
Peter in the Upper Room after the 
Ascension. They prepared him 
for his first papal pronouncement 
at Pentecost. Indeed this simple 
fisherman who had denied Christ 
was so supported and so restored by 
by his brothers that St. Luke would 
succinctly describe the power of 
this apostolic solidarity in the Acts 
of the Apostles by stating, “Then 
Peter stood up with the Eleven...” 
(Acts 2:14) Three thousand were 
converted that day! This speaks 
volumes about apostolic power that 
comes from apostolic unity!

I need brotherhood. It helps me 
constantly respond to the call of 
conversion toward deeper holiness. 
Therefore I strive for fidelity to our 
Fraternity meetings. I need brothers 
to stand with me for an experience 
of prayer that takes us to the Throne 
of the Lamb. I need to join with my 
brother priests and enter that place 
where we can hear God’s prophetic 

Rev. Maurice R. Larochelle was ordained June 
6, 1987. He is the pastor of Ste. Marie Parish, 
Manchester, NH and is a charter member of 
the Boston Fraternity of Priests.

word for our personal lives, our 
Fraternity and our ministries.

For these reasons I take seriously 
our time for small group ministry. 
These groups transcend a mere 
social camaraderie. In love and 
vulnerability my life is an open 
book to at least one of my brothers. 
Everything in my life is brought 
out into the light and the darkness 
shall not overcome it! In these small 
groups, we do not simply share our 
complaints and woes. Rather, we 
care for and minister to each other in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. These 
groups are source of encouragement, 
hope, healing and strength.

I thank God for Fraternity 
especially because it always takes me 
back to Jesus as the Vine. Apart from 
Him we can do nothing. (see John 
15:5). But through Him, with Him 
and in Him, we trust His promise; 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever 
believes in me will do the works 
that I do, and will do greater ones 
than these because I am going to the 
Father.” (John 14:12)

Mark your Calendars! 

Register for the 2013 Priests, 
Deacons, and Seminarians 
Retreat at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville 
June 17-21, 2013.  Early 
Registration Discounts are 
available until April 29, 2013.  
For registration, you can call  
800-437-8369 or visit online at 
FranciscanConferences.com.


